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What an amazing week in Long Beach! It was so great -
to see more than 2500 attendees gathered together SAGES SMART Videos

for learning and FUN. If you missed any sessions or SAGES 2026
weren't able to attend in person this year, the virtual Tampa, FL
meeting content will be available in the coming weeks. March ’25-28 2026
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Shark Tank winner FemTherapeutics; Member
Spotlight Dr. Dave Renton; and, SAGES Stories
featuring SAGES Executive Director Sallie Matthews.
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Karl Storz Endoscopy (durable equipment)

SAGES 2025 Coming Soon: Photo Collection
and Virtual Meeting Content

As we do every year, hext month's Messages will feature a collection
of photos from Long Beach including session panels, speakers (and
the Presidential address), wellness activities, SAGES Got Talent, and
the Main Event. And please watch SAGES communications over the
coming weeks for the release date of the virtual meeting for both

previously registered and new attendees.

SAGES Member Spotlight
Dave Renton, MD
Chair, SAGES TAVAC Committee

MBER SPOTL| ..
uE - Sy Camaraderie is always among the top

three things that members say sets
SAGES apart from other societies. For Dr.
Dave Renton, camaraderie also means
“whenever I reach out to SAGES
members for help on a project, I've never
heard no for an answer. Everyone wants
to help for the good of the group, which
is a rare find in a surgical society.”
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As a longtime SAGES member, Dr.
Renton has no doubt had a lot of help on
his many projects as part of a number of
committees, including Guidelines,
Publications, Communications, RPS, DEI
and now as chair of the TAVAC
(Technology and Value Assessments)

i é Committee.
To read more about Dr. Renton, please
Dave Renton, MD go here. To learn more about SAGES
Clinical Associate Professor of Surgery membership and access an online
Ohio State University application form, please go here.
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Tank competition in Long Beach. Pictured right with Shark
Tank judges is company co-founder and CTO Negin
Ashouri. Noting that FemTherapeutics has created a . - ..
product that addresses a concern for many women that's

poorly met with existing alternatives, Shark Tank leaders

Drs. Steve Schwaitzberg and Jon Gould said the judges were impressed with the
simplicity and ingenuity of the product coupled with its potential market size and
multiple distribution pathways.

New Videos Live on the SAGES SMART Site -
The Future is Flexible Part 2

Don't miss this month's series of videos that include: Initial experience and outcomes
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of peroral pyloromyotomy for the treatment of refractory gastroparesis; colonoscopic
appendicectomy; and, transgastric endoscopic cholangiopancreatography vs.
laparoscopic transcystic common bile duct exploration for the treatment of
choledocholithiasis.

SAGES Executive Director Sallie Matthews Featured on SAGES
Stories

In this episode, Drs. Kevin El-Hayek an Jenny Shao talk to SAGES

Executive Director Sallie Matthews who shares stories about how she

got into the Executive Directoring business, how SAGES has

transformed over the years, and what it means to be a successful

woman in the field of surgery. Interesting, heartfelt, and inspiring! Go
here to catch up on all SAGES Stories podcasts.

American Board of Surgery Volunteer Opportunities

Surgeon volunteers are a critical part of the ABS mission and workforce. To be eligible
for an examination role with the ABS, a surgeon must: hold a current ABS certificate;
be actively participating in the ABS Continuous Certification Program and meeting
ongoing certification requirements (having passed at least one CCA); be clinically
active; and, be in good standing with no credentials committee or current reputational
risk issues. Interested volunteers must complete the volunteer form.

Opportunity for SAGES Members to Apply
for the ABMS Visiting Scholars Program

ABS is co-sponsoring the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) Visiting
Scholars Program. The program is an annual one-year, part-time grant program that
supports early-career physicians and researchers in their leadership development and
research efforts that advance the ABMS mission and align with current research
priorities.

Grants of $15,000 are awarded to support research and travel expenses associated
with program participation and research deliverables. The grant may be applied to an
existing research project with a new scope or an original research project.

For 2025, the ABS has committed to sponsoring up to two scholars. Applications are

available for submission through June 23 via the ABMS website. A webinar about the
program will be held on Tuesday, April 15.
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