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Appendix 4: List of excluded studies 

 

Part 1 includes the studies that did not fulfil eligibility criteria on initial full-text review. 
(n=170) 

 

This includes duplicates that crept into full-text review as well and were 
removed manually.   

            

Part 2 includes studies that were excluded due to only having mixed data of staged and 
simultaneous. (n=14) 

            

 

These studies were excluded due to providing combined/mixed data for KQ1 
and KQ2 

 

            

 

While their meta-analysis was undertaken, it was not included in the final results due 
to significant heteregeneity 

            

 

The results of mixed data have been provided in another supplementary 
appendix.  

            

Part 3 includes studies that were excluded after full-text extraction due to overlapping 
patient data with other studies. (n=4) 
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